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Texas Today
Cove’s	Election	Day		
begins	at	7	a.m.	Tuesday

COPPERAS COVE — Election 
Day is Tuesday in Cove.

Early voting for the runoff  
election between Azeita Taylor 
and Kirby Lack ended Thursday. 
Voting began Aug. 18 and 338 
ballots were cast. 

Election Day is set for Tues-
day, with the polls open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the community 
room of  the Copperas Cove 
Police Department. 

Vanessa Lynch

Car	dealer	fundraising		
for	fallen	police	officers

Freedom Jeep Chrysler will 
host a tribute to fallen officers 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Sept. 27 at 3602 
E. Central Texas Expressway.

The dealership will donate 
$25 to the Bell County Sheriff ’s 
Foundation for every test drive 
on the day of  the event. The 
community can make personal 
donations to the foundation on 
site. 

The Bell County Sheriff ’s 
Department will be present 
with several official emergency 
vehicles. There also will be free 
food and activities, including a 
children’s area with a fun house, 
face-painting and more.

Chris McGuinness

Texas	commission	OKs	
‘historical	racing’	terminals	

AUSTIN — State regulators 
approved an effort by racetrack 
owners to expand gambling to 
include racing terminals that 
look similar to slot machines. 

The Texas Racing Commis-
sion on Friday voted to allow a 
new form of  betting at dog and 
horse tracks called historical 
racing. The machines allow 
people to bet on races that have 
already happened. The videos 
are stripped of  any identifying 
information so people can’t tell 
what races they’re betting on. 

Track owners have wanted to 
add the machines as an impor-
tant revenue source for a strug-
gling Texas industry. Groups 
opposed to gambling argue the 
commission has no jurisdiction 
in the matter. 

A track now must receive the 
commission’s OK on specific 
plans for adding the machines. 

The Associated Press

Former	Mexican	state	official	
to	forfeit	$6.5M	to	Bexar	Co.

SAN ANTONIO — Prosecu-
tors in San Antonio said the 
former treasurer of  a Mexican 
border state agreed to forfeit $6.5 
million to Bexar County. 

They allege Hector Javier 
Villarreal Hernandez accrued 
the money during his time as 
treasurer of  the Mexican state 
of  Coahuila through kickbacks 
from companies that received 
state contracts. 

Authorities contend Villarreal 
then used the money to pur-
chase property in San Antonio 
and elsewhere. 

The San Antonio Express-
News reported Villarreal 
resigned in 2011 after it was 
discovered Coahuila was nearly 
$3 billion in debt. 

He’s incarcerated in San 
Antonio awaiting trial on fed-
eral charges claiming financial 
crimes in the U.S. 

The Associated Press

Convicted	Texas	rapist	
sentenced	to	life	in	prison	

EL PASO — An El Paso man 
convicted of  rape was sentenced 
to life in prison. 

The El Paso Times reported 
that jurors on Thursday sen-
tenced 26-year-old Arturo Valti-
erra-Payan to four life sentences 
after he was convicted Tuesday 
of  three counts of  aggravated 
sexual assault and one count of  
aggravated robbery. 

He also was sentenced to 99 
years for burglary of  a habita-
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PoPulation: StreSSed

By	Chris	MCGuinnEss
Killeen DAily HerAlD

A	website recently ranked 
Killeen as the most 
stressful city in the Lone 
Star State.

CreditDonkey.com, a financial, 
education and credit card com-
parison website, released a list 
of Texas’ 10 most stressful cities 
last week. 

Factors used to create the rank-
ings included the odds of being a 
victim of violent crime, commute 
time, average hours worked per 
week, percentage of divorces 
and percentage of income spent 
on housing.

“The CreditDonkey team re-

searched the most stressful 
cities in Texas based on mea-
sures that are known to cause 
more tension and a lower quality 
of life,” wrote Cassy Parker, the 
California-based blogger who 
helped compile the data and 
create the list.

Killeen sits squarely in the No. 
1 spot on the list, beating out 
larger Texas cities like Dallas for 
the dubious honor.

According to statistics, the odds 
of being a victim of violent crime 
in Killeen is 1 in 155 inhabitants, 
the average hours worked per 
week is 43.2 and roughly 25 
percent of income is spent on 
housing, on average.

Website  names Ki l leen most  stressful  Texas  c ity 

PLEASE SEE StreSSful, B3

 

By	rAChAEl	rilEy
Killeen DAily HerAlD 

The chance for area custom-
ers to savor fresh-baked artisan 
Panera bread, sandwiches, 
soups and more is days away, 
company officials said.

Panera Bread spokeswoman 
Amanda Burns said doors will 
open at 6:30 a.m. Wednesday 
for the new bakery-cafe, at 1723 

E. Central Texas Expressway 
in front of  the Courtyard by 
Marriott, at the corner of  W.S. 
Young Drive.

“(The) first 200 customers that 
make a purchase on opening 
day will get a Panera stainless 
steel free coffee mug with a free 
refill coupon,” Burns said.

The store will be open from 

Panera	to	break	bread		
starting	Wednesday

PLEASE SEE Panera, B3

Buy tHiS pHoto At KDHnewS.com BryAn correirA | HerAlD  

Panera Bread, at 1723 E. Central Texas Expressway in Killeen, is seen Thursday. The 
restaurant opens at 6:30 a.m. Wednesday.

 

By	Erinn	CAllAhAn
Killeen DAily HerAlD

LAMPASAS — The 
Lampasas County Com-
missioners’ Court made 
final recommendations for 
the 2015 budget, including 
employee raises and the 
same tax rate as last year’s, 
during a budget workshop 
Thursday.

“We talked about some 
of  those what-ifs and what 
effect they would have on 
the budget,” County Judge 
Wayne Boultinghouse said.

Commissioners agreed 
to give county employees 
a raise, but also discussed 
whether the raise should 
be a 2 percent or 3 percent 
increase, and if  it should be 
across-the-board or weight-
ed in favor of  employees 
at the lower end of  the pay 
scale, Boultinghouse said.

“That’s always been a 
bone of  contention,” he said.

The court also is trying to 
maintain the same tax rate 
as the 2014 fiscal year, Boult-
inghouse said. Last year’s 
total property tax rate was 
64.9 cents per $100 valuation.

“The only change would 
be whatever the increase in 
taxable valuation was, like 
new construction,” Boult-
inghouse said.

The commissioners will 
adopt the budget and tax 

By	COurTnEy	GriFFin
Killeen DAily HerAlD

Central Texas College re-
cently announced its online 
alternative high school, CTC 
Online High School, earned 
continuing accreditation 
from the Southern Associa-
tion of  Colleges and Schools 
Council on Accreditation 
and School Improvement, 
an accreditation division of  
AdvancED. 

The nongovernmental, 
voluntary agency, Ad-
vancED, serves more than 
30,000 public and private 
schools and school systems 
in more than 70 countries 
and serves more than 16 mil-
lion students. 

CTC’s Online High School 
is now one of  three SACS 
CASI accredited institutions 
in Killeen, along with Me-
morial Christian Academy 
and St. Joseph’s Catholic 

CtC receives 
accreditation 

for online 
high school

PLEASE SEE CtC, B2

lampasas Co. 
agrees on 

2015 fiscal year 
proposal

PLEASE SEE lamPaSaS, B2

‘The high cost of housing, long work hours, and 
relatively high crime rate earned Killeen the no. 1 
spot as the most stressful city in texas.’
Cassy Parker, blogger who helped compile data

PLEASE SEE texaS today, B3

StudentS Spend to 
maKe College dorm  
roomS Cozy.  C1


